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Pratyagatmananda /Cultural Heritage of India. Vol IV
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Y. eI organ of generation, region of carth.

3. WY above the previous one ; region of water.

© WA%F in the spinal cord ; opposite the naval, region of fire.
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8. WHITS opposite the heart ; region of air.

e s opposite the base of the throat ; region of ether.

b, T= opposite the junction of the eyebrows, region of psychic

yision.
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“These devotional songs is 1n general and their precursor Ramprasad in
parttcular, therefore, cstabhished, through the current form of sakti-
worship, tempered by natwral human ideas derived from the Baisnab
poets, a peculiar form of religious-poetic communion ; and realising this in
their own lifc removed from the turbid atmoshphere of controversy ; they
expressed the varicties of their religious experience in touching songs
accessible to all. There is no other conspicuous instance of this type of
Sakti-worship through the Maatribhava in ancient literature. The classical
example of king Suratha's propitiation of the Adya Sakti described in the
Markandeva Chandi is altogether of a different kind L por could the earlier
Bengali Chandi-authors, who indulged themselves in hymns or claborate
narratives of praise, anticipate the sentiment of tender devotion and hali-
childish solicitation of Ramprasad. In tlns respect the originality of
Ramprasad is undoubted and it exaits him 1o a place all his own,
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The Baisnab poets, again describe in their exquisite songs a type of love
which is lifted beyond the restrictions of social convention ; and their
tove-songs, passionate the often sensuous, may, in the uninitiated, excite
wordly desires insiead of inspiring a sense of freedom from worldly
attachments. The songs of Ramprasad and his followers, on the other
hand, are free from this dangerous tendency. Although these simple and
tender longings for the Mother may not, in thought and diction, compare
favourably with the finer outbursts of the Baisnab poets, yet they are
accessible indiscriminately to the uninitiated as well as to the initiated, to
the sinner as well as to the saint, to the ignorant as well as to the learned.
They constitute the common property of all . and as in the case of the
tender tove of the mother, every humar child has an equal claim to sharc
it.” -
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